
Rev. 3.6 34 

TRANSFERRING TO A STANDARD COMMODE 
 
NOTE:  The patient MUST be transfer red to a wheelchair  and transpor ted to the bathroom facilities before 
using the patient transfer  aid again to position the patient on a standard commode.  Refer  to the 
TRANSFERRING TO A WHEELCHAIR section of this manual.  After  this has been accomplished refer  to 
the following: 
 
NOTE:  Take-Along L ifts LLC recommends that the sling remain connected to the Transfer  Aid dur ing the 
patient’s use of the commode. 
 
1. Lift the patient from the wheelchair using the split sling.  Refer to the SLINGS and TRANSFERRING FROM 

A WHEELCHAIR sections of this manual. 
 
2. The patient should be elevated just high enough to clear the standard commode. 
 
3. Guide the transfer aid to position the patient over the commode, with the transfer Aid’s legs straddling the base 

of the commode. (FIG. 1) 
 
4. Lower the patient onto the commode, leaving the sling attached to the Transfer Aid. 
 

Note:  For increased access to clothing when toileting, it may be helpful to re-position the sling slightly higher 
on the patient (FIG. 2).  To do this: 

1. Loosen the side adjustment straps.   
2. Lengthen the leg support straps, that connect attachments B of the sling to the center post on the arm, 

by about 3 inches, and re-attach the sling to the arms.   
3. Raise the lift about 3 inches to re-position the sling about 3 inches higher on the patient, but do not yet 

raise the patient off the commode. 
4. Pull firmly on the side adjustment straps of the sling to remove all slack from the sling. 
5. Raise the lift just enough to lift the patient slightly off the commode.   
6. Remove the necessary clothing for toileting, and lower the patient back down onto the commode. 
7. After toileting, raise the patient slightly off the commode and replace clothing. 
8. Lower the patient back onto the commode, and re-adjust the sling for normal transfers (i.e., shorten the 

leg support straps and re-position the sling lower on the patient, and tighten the side adjustment straps). 
 

WARNING:  Use caution when adjusting the sling for  increased access to clothing.  Adjusting the sling 
higher  will increase the tendency for  sliding through the sling.  Be sure to use the side adjustment straps 
to re-adjust the sling, and only raise the patient slightly of the commode.  DO NOT transfer  the patient to 
another  sur face with the sling adjusted for  toileting.  The sling should be re-positioned to the normal 
position after  toileting before transfer r ing from the commode. 

 
5. When complete, re-check for correct attachment and then raise the patient off of the commode. 
 
6. When patient is clear of the commode surface, roll the transfer aid away from the commode. 
 
7. To return the patient to the wheelchair, refer to the TRANSFERRING TO A WHEELCHAIR section of this 

manual. 
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FIG. 1 - Transfer r ing to a Commode    FIG. 2 – Sling adjusted for  access to clothing  


